Mixed Marriages {Ireland). 



1 




B I 



L L 



Amend the Law relating to Marriages between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in Ireland. 

W HEREAS by an Act of Parliament passed in the Parlia- Preamble, 
ment of Ireland in the Nineteenth Tear of the Reign 
of King George the Second, intituled “An Act for 
. annulling all Marriages to be celebrated by any Popish Priest c ' 

B “ between Protestant and Protestant, or between Protestant and 
“ Papist ; and to amend and make more effectual an Act passed in 
“ the said Kingdom in the Sixth Tear of the Reign of Her 
“ late Majesty Queen Anne, intituled ‘ An Act for more effectually 
“ ‘ preventing the taking away and marrying Children against the 
10 “ ‘ Will of then Parents or Guardians,’ ” it was enacted that 
every Marriage that should be celebrated after the Pirst Day of 
May One thousand seven hunched and forty-six between a Papist 
and any Person who had been or had professed him or her self to 
be a Protestant at any Time within Twelve Months before such 
IB Celebration of Marriage, if celebrated by a Popish Priest, should 
be and was thereby declared absolutely null and void to all Intents 
and Purposes : 

And whereas by another Act passed in the Session of Parliament 
held in the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Years of the Reign of 
20 Her present Majesty, intituled “An Act to consolidate and amend 24 & 25 Viet. 
“ the Statute Law of England and Ireland relating to Offences c ' 100,s ‘ 5 ' - 
[Bill 120.] “ against 
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against , the Person,” it is enacted, that whosoever being married, 
shall marry any other Person during the. Life, of the former Husband 
or Wife,' ■ whether the Second Marriage shall have, taken place in 
England or Ireland, or elsewhere, shall he guilty of Eelony : 

And whereas a Conviction cannot now by Law he had upon an 5 
Indictment for Bigamy if it he proved that One of the Marriages 
was celebrated by a Homan Catholic Priest, and that the Accused 
had been or had professed him or her self to be a Protestant at any 
Time within Twelve Months before the Celebration of such Marriage 
by such Priest ; and it is expedient that the Law in this Behalf 10 
should be amended : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, as follows : 15 

1. That after the jpassmg of this Act any Person indicted for 
Bigamy may be convicted thereof, notwithstanding that either of 
the Marriages shall have been celebrated by a Homan Catholic 
Priest, and that the Accused had been or had professed himself or 
herself to he a Protestant at any Time within Twelve Months before 20 
the Celebration of such Marriage by such Priest, if at the Time of 
such Marriage he or she shall have professed him or her self to he 

a Homan Catholic. 

2. Whenever on the Trial of any Person for Bigamy the Accused 
shall rely on his or her Profession of Protestantism before such 25 
Marriage by a Homan Catholic Priest, the other Party to such 
Marriage shall he a competent Witness. 

3. Save as herein-before provided nothing herein contained 

shall be construed to affect or alter the said Enactment of George 
the Second. gQ 

4. This Act shall extend only to Ireland. 
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Ordered , by The House of Commons, 
9 April 1867 . 
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